PARENTS’ CONSULTATION ON SHAPE OF DAY FROM 2011  12 OCTOBER 2010

	GROUP FACILITATOR

	1. Would you be happy for your child whilst in Y7 to Y9 to have access to an additional hour and a half at school so that they could:

· Follow an enrichment activity such as art, chess, model making.......

· Play some team sport or keep fit by carrying out some physical activity

· Do their homework, read or research some of their learning in the day

General agreement.  May help with childcare; would perhaps show the value of enrichment activities rather than just computer games; idea of support for students was well received; quality family time might then be available in the evening.

Comments and concerns expressed about: different finishing times for siblings; who will choose enrichment activities (children or staff); would there be a timetable for the 90 minutes; could students leave after eg 60 minutes; could 4.05 finish be considered; would students be ‘up to homework’ after a long day at school; how could it be sold to students; would there be registers for the enrichment session and would parents know if their child was not there; could there be different choices on different days; could the enrichment be for different years on different days; what level of supervision would there be; would students be at a disadvantage if they left at 3.05; concern over buses.



	

	2. Would you allow your child whilst in Y10 and Y11 to sometimes attend school at a later time and then stay later in the day in order to have more exclusive access to resources – teachers and facilities?

Yes was answer from some; will we get the best out of students; could use time in the morning to get in some school work, perhaps with support; liked idea of exclusive use of specialist facilities; would like later start to be sometimes and not all days.

Comments and concerns expressed about: buses, travel times at peak hours  and departure times; moving of form time to middle of morning; would parents know if students had arrived at school; would there be real enrichment for Y10 and Y11, rather than just extra IT facilities; would a later start encourage truancy; later finish would interfere with after-school commitments; can students get up on their own; would bus passes be available for these times; would truancy officers be informed; later start would not work for students with SEN; is there enough structure for teenagers;  would registers be taken first thing for students arriving for 8.30.



	

	3. Do you have concerns for: 

i. students in Y7 to Y9

Comments and concerns expressed about: will VTG system still remain; how will registration work with differing day times; long day for Y7 students; timing of public transport; loss of ‘safety in numbers’ when travelling; Y7 students vulnerable when using public transport; dark winter nights; what happens to lunchtime; bus times; children may be unwilling volunteers for extra curricular activities at 3.05 if all they are doing is waiting for buses
ii.     students in Y10-Y13

Comments and concerns expressed about: leaving children at home unsupervised when parents go to work; will there be friction at home over whether children need to be in school or not; potential clashes with evening activities; some students work better in the morning; older students sometimes are the people who accompany siblings home; will passes be valid on buses


	Any other comments?

If the curriculum changes, will younger students recognise the gravity of examinations; will high grades be achieved; are students missing out on Y9 curriculum
Can this model be staffed – what are staff views?

How can parents collect children from primary school and from All Saints

What will happen to inter house competitions or inter school sports events
Are other schools looking at this

Will there be a trial period; how will we monitor impact

Who will make the final decision



